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THE FLORIDA FUGITIVES. 


By our valued friend and correspondent, the Rev. Joshua Leavitt, 
we have been put in possession of further information concerning 
the seven slaves who recently effected their escape from Florida to 
Nassau. It appears that legal proceedings had been adopted in 
regard to them in Florida, as stated in the following extract from 
the correspondence of the New York Courier and Enquirer :— 


‘* Key West, November 16, 1843. 

‘¢ At the November term of the Superior Court for the southern dis- 
trict of Florida, eight negroes were indicted for murder and robbery. 
They are the same who fled from St. Augustine somes time past, with a 
sail boat. They went to Biscaine, cape Florida, where they remained 
some time, during which they entered the house of one Geeren, and, in 
the presence of two children, the one ten and the other six years old, 
took whatever they found and wanted, and then went away. Mr. Geeren, 
on his return, learning what had transpired, took his gun and pursued 
the negroes, and soon after the children heard the reports of guns. Mr. 
Geeren was afterwards found dead, having been shot. But the negroes 
have arrived safely at Nassau. It is the intention of the authorities 
here to have them demanded of the British Government, as fugitives 
from justice. The abové detailed facts, I believe, are the substance of 
what was disclosed before the grand jury.” 


We learn, also, that measures have been taken by some parties 
in the United States to obtain the surrender of these fugitives from 
the British authorities at Nassau. The Baltimore American of 
January 1]th, gives, on the authority of the captain of an Ame- 
rican brig (the Fairfield) which was cast away on the 13th of 
December on the island of Samana, the following statement :— 


‘« We learn from Captain Wilson, that, during his stay at Nassau, the 
United States revenue cutter Nautilus arrived there, to demand the 
slaves who fled from Florida some time since, committed a murder at 
Key Biscayne, and then took refuge at Nassau. The Nautilus was 
compelled, however, to sail again without accomplishing her object. 
The authorities at Nassau refused to give up the fugitives from justice, 
on the plea that the proofs were not sufficient.”’ 


We are happy to be made acquainted with the fact (which, we 
suppose, there is no reason to doubt) that the British authorities in 
the Bahamas have refused to surrender these fortunate fugitives, 
not ‘‘from justice,” but from oppression. The proceedings are 
scarcely open to remark, unless we knew all the particulars; but, 
as at present stated, it does not appear that the demand was made 
by the Government of the United States, which the act of Par- 
liament sanctioning the treaty makes essential. Whether this, 
however, or defective proof of identity, or some other deficiency, 
was the ground on which the authorities at Nassau acted, we have 
no means at present of ascertaining. 

The Americans are as yet remarkably quiet in reference to this 
matter. Our correspondent says, ‘‘ No notice has yet been taken 
of the subject in Congress, except a passing allusion by Mr. Gid- 
dings, and a response by Mr. Lay, of Florida; but I shall be 
surprised if the return of the Nautilus does not produce some 
agitation.” The refusal to surrender will naturally render the 
affair one of communication between the two Governments, and we 
trust Parliament will have its eyes on the proceedings. Mr. 
Hawes, we observe, has already moved for papers, and asked for 
information. , 

Since the preceding statement has been in type, we have received 
another communication from Mr. Leavitt, under date of the 2nd 
inst., and enclosing the following extract from the Boston Daily 
Advertiser :— 

‘‘Tue Escapep Nrecrores.—By a slip from the Savannah Repub- 
lican office, we hear, by way of St. Augustine and Tampa, from Key 
West, of the return of the U.S. revenue cutter, Nautilus, from Nassau, 
whither she went with the U.S. Marshal for the southern district of 
Florida, to demand the restitution for trial, under the treaty, of some 
negroes accused of a murder at Key Biscayne last September. It ap- 
pears that the cause.of the refusal of the Colonial courts to act in the 
matter, was the insufficiency of the evidence under the treaty, the Mar- 
shal having carried an indictment found by the Grand Jury, instead of 
copies of the depositions on which it was found. In the meantime the 
slaves are at large, and have sufficient warning to take care of themselves.”’ 


To this our correspondent adds the following valuable inform- 
ation and remarks :— 


‘¢ The American agents took the indictment, (as I understand,) and 
witnesses to identify the negroes as the persons who escaped from 
St. Augustine, but not witnesses to identify them as the persons who 
killed the man down the coast, or to prove that the killing was not in 
necessary self-defence. This shows that they were intent on getting them 
back only as slaves, not as criminals, and that they expected the authori- 
ties at Nassau to be as ready as themselves to employ the terms of the 
treaty as a colourable pretext for the return of those men to slavery. They 
were disappointed there, and will doubtless find themselves equally disap- 
pointed in the only remaining hope they can have, which is to make the 








refusal the means of awakening feelings of indignation against England. 
You remember that, in the case of the Creole, the subject was in- 
troduced into Crongress instantly, as soon as news arrived. But, in the 
present case, not a single call has been made on the President for informa- 
tion, not a single indignation-speech has been made by the slaveholders, 
not a single allusion ‘has been made to the affair by any of them, nor has 
it been named except by Giddings, to complain that the United States 
navy should be employed in hunting runaway slaves. The slaveholders 
are afraid to bring it up, so greatly has the temper of Congress altered in 
two years. 





THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT AND FREE 
IMMIGRATION. 


(From our own Correspondent.) 
Paris, Feb. 16th, 1844. 
By the Journal des Débats of this morning, I learn that the 
French colony of Bourbon is ina state of great prosperity ; at least, 
the speech of the governor of that colony says so. The late mea- 


sure of the French Government in relation to beet-root sugar ° 
se to have given them fresh spirits, inasmuch as it will enable . 


a 

colonial sugars to find a larger and better market in France than 
they have done for several aap past. I am informed, however, 
that the beet-root sugar can be raised, on a large scale, as cheaply 
as colonial sugar; and therefore we may hope that it will still com- 
pete in the French market with the slave produce of the colonies. 

The governor of Bourbon, in the speech referred to, adverts to 
some plan for recruiting the population with labourers from abroad. 
What is the nature of that plan, or whence the labourers are to 
be obtained, does not appear. He alludes to it in connexion with 
other measures (and as preparatory to them) contemplated by the 
government—I presume the abolition of slavery. 

In looking over the Procés Verbaux which accompany the report 
of the Duke of Broglie, I find an Exposé des motifs of the Pro- 
cureur General of the island of Bourbon on the subject of immi- 
— into that colony, which, I think, will be found to throw 
ight on some parts of the governor’s speech. This functionary, 
after having referred to the decrease of the slave population in 
Bourbon, and the consequent increase in the price of slaves, which 
he represents to be equal to one-fifth of their former value, says— 
‘* Under the influence of such circumstances, it is impossible not 
to look with hope to the introduction into the colony of free labourers 
under contract (engagés.)"’ He then informs us of the fact that 
a large number of Coolies had already been introduced from India, 
and of their fate. This will be found particylarly instructive at the 
present time, and on that account I particular!y direct your attention 
to it. The Procureur General says—‘‘ The island of Bourbon 
adopted a long time ago, but in a faulty manner, the system of 
indentures. So long ago as 1828, it recruited free labourers in 
India only. But every one knows the repugnance which Indians of 
high caste feel to expatriate themselves, so that none but vagabonds 
could be induced to come to us. Hence arose a great disappointment 
as to the results which had been originally hoped for. The financial 
disasters of 1831 and 1832 followed in such force as to annul the con- 
tracts, and throw into the streets, without home and without resource, 
a multitude of these unfortunate people. No legislation respect- 
ing the services of indentured free labourers coming to the aid of the 
government, it had no resource but to open forthwith some places of 
refuge, and, in the end, to carry uk s large number of these 
Indians. There now remain scarcely more than a thousand of 
them scattered through the colony, almost all of them having be- 
taken themselves to smuggling, and being much more adapted to 
create disorder among the blacks than to set them an example of 
industry ; while, nevertheless, those who remain are the least tur- 
bulent and the most industrious of the number.” The Procureur 
General then adds :—‘‘ These people can be made use of only for 
light work. We must look out for other resources.” He then 

oes on to observe :—‘‘ But the hope of finding elsewhere the 
abourers which our cultivation so rapidly demands should not 
blind us to the external inconveniences which will arise, if we 
do not proceed on a better footing, and if we do not take care 
of consequences.” This will prepare you for what follows :—‘ In 
order not to fall a second time into the faults already committed, 
and in order not to entail mischievous results, it is necessary 
to enter on this operation on different principles. No government 
exists among the tribes to whom we should probably be rer- 
mitted to go to seek for free labourers; and, if serious precautions 
be not taken, we shall become liable to be char. with slave- 
trading. We might, indeed, obtain of the barbarous chiefs of 
Madagascar, or of the coast of Africa, the unfortunate persons whom 
they have taken in war, whom they would sell to slavi -dealers, and 
whom they would thus part with to a great profit. But these men, 
victims of violence, and born to an idle life, would bring with 
them vice, indolence, and misery; they would never settle in our 
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country, and you would not know how or where to restore them to 
their own, at the end of their aa contract. It is necessary then. 
to the contract on other. ideas.’ 

Now for the plan:—‘‘ We are owners of several districts of 

r, but we are not masters. Nevertheless, it requires but 
little to establish ourdominion there among the native tribes, who would 
afford us all possible facilities for recruiting. This is not the place 
for going at length into this suggestion, which ought to be the sub- 
ject of a special and extended memoir; but I reason on the very 

bable hypothesis that we shall be authorized to treat with a 
Friend] nation, in order to draw labourers thence. In this case, 
it will be necessary that these labourers should be annually intro- 
duced in numbers soufficiently small to enable us to regulate their 
classification; that a return should be open to them after some 
years; that, if they prefer remaining among us, they should, after 
a certain period, acquire civil rights. Thus the poe perhaps, 
will be solved. In a word, the closest bond which can unite us and 
them is, that, after a sufficient time of trial, they may adopt in their 
turn the country which will have taught them to labour. By this 
means the recruiting may be permanent; the periodical return of 
many of the indentured to their native soil will give rise to the diffu- 
sion of useful knowledge there; the privilege of residence among 
us granted to a certain number will constitute a common bond be- 
tween the two countries; our articles of European merchandise will 
© to pay them one part of the cost of indenture; and, in making 
the products of our industry necessary there, we shal] render our 
dominion more and more secure. These are old ideas with us all.” 

This course is justified by the proceedings of the British Govern- 
ment, in the following terms :—‘‘ Admitting the impossibility of ob- 
taining voluntary labour from the former slaves, it (the British Go- 
vernment) has at length determined to allow the introduction irito 
all the colonies of freed slaves, of free labourers taken from the 
coast of Africa.’ In further developing his plan, the Procureur 
General says—‘‘ The free labourers are not to be treated as slaves 
on the one hand, or as freemen on the other. Whatever may be 
their caste, their tribe, their country, or the particular terms of their 
engagement, they cannot be admitted without insisting on the 
obligation of labour.” In short, it is proposed that, ‘‘ after ten 
years of sojourn in the colony as indentured persons, they may claim 
the privilege of permanent residence. From that moment they shall 
no longer be subjected to the discipline of indentured persons, and 
they shall enjoy all the rights and privileges of other citizens.” To 
which it is added, ‘‘ On the termination of their first engagement, or 
of their successive engagements, indentured persons who can show 
that they have means of subsistence may be released from any new 
engagement, and admitted to residence.” 

Such is the outline of the French scheme for obtaining free labour- 
ers from Madagascar. It is based on the original purchase of the la- 
bourers—French merchandise to pay one part of the cost; and it is 
to be supported by coercion, called ‘‘ the discipline of indentured 

rsons.’’ It is, in short, slavery for ten years, or longer, if the 

bourers cannot show that they have the means of subsistence. 





NEWS FROM CUBA. 


Important advices have reached us from Cuba. 

Our readers are aware of the reported leaning of the new Cap- 
tain-General (O'Donnell) towards the slave-traders. They ma 
now judge further of him by the following circumstance, whic 
occurred in the ep ceo | of January. Fifty bozal (that is, newly 
imported) negroes arrived. from the neighbourhood of Havana, at 
Bataino, on their way to Trinidad de Cuba, under consignment to 
Count Brunet. The captain of department at Bataino stopped the 
negroes, and on the following day he was dismissed from his 
office, by order of the Captain-General! As to this gentleman, he 
is stated to be notoriously on the best terms with the slave-traders. 
It was acurrent fact in Havana that twenty vessels were preparing 
for Africa, and that two American vessels had been taken up to carry 
thither the goods- required in barter for the slaves. In harmony 
with this statement was the fact, that, in less than a week, rum had 
risen from 8 dollars to 20 dollars a pipe, the out-fitting slavers 
having bought up nearly the whole supply. 

The only drawback to this frightful representation is to be found 
in the statement, that, even in Cuba, slave-trading is the employ- 
ment of a mere gang of desperate men, not only unsupported by, 
~ but contrary to, the feelings of the inhabitants at large. This 
adverse sentiment is said to be extending, and to be diffusing itself 
through some influential channels. In particular it has been rein- 
forced within the last six months, owing chiefly to the uneasiness 
produced by the last two revolts of negroes near Matanzas, accounts 
of which had reached us through the American papers. The go- 
vernment, it appears, has done its utmost to hush up these revolts, 
even the last of them, which occurred only in November, being 
spoken of in December as though it had happened many years ago. 

he people in the district of Matanzas, however, seem to have been 
choektatly startled. On both occasions they were most seriously 
alarmed ; and, under the a of those cruel councillors, fear 
and a bad conscience, they made dreadful havoc among the negroes. 
Ninety were butchered, and above 100 are said to be now in prison. As 
one consequence of these revolts, and especially of the loss of property 
and life of whtte persons, several planters of the district, including 
some owners of the estates on which the ne 
a petition to the Captain-General, begging him to put a final a 4 to 
the slave-trade. many planters signed this petition that it at 


length infringed a law, which forbids the collecting of numerous. 
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r with only three or four names a: 


revolted, got up. 








natures to any petition. It was then determined to present it 
ppended to it ;, but even this inten-. 
tion, after meeting with much obstruction from,a subordinate func- 
rng 9 was finally abandoned, on account of the known determina- 
tion of the Captain-General to encourage the traffic. _ 

The uneasiness arising from the recent insurrections is aggravated 
by commercial embarrassments. Agriculture in Cuba is labouring 
under great difficulties, and the peas is gloomy. A yoke of 
oxen, which, a twelvemonth ago, was thought cheap at 102 dollars, 
is now thought dear at 51. rn, the farrega (or 1000 ears), was 
worth 3 dollars, now it is at 14, and it is difficult to find a purchaser. 
So it is with hogs, sheep, &c. This is attributed to the depression 
of sugar and coffee. Sugar, at present prices, in some parts of the 
island, barely pays expences. The greater number of sugar planta- 
tions in the districts of Batabano, Melina, Guara, Guivres, &c., 
hire hands for the crop time in five months) at from 11 dollars 
to 12 dollars a month, fed. These wages were higher last year, 
and in the year previous as high as 14 dollars. 

We are uaviting to abandon the hope that something beneficial 
may arise out of the present uneasiness in Cuba. In a meeting of 
aay age held at Matanzas by Governor Garcia Ona, it was proposed 

y the planters that battalions of rural malitia should be formed, 
into which natives and Spaniards should enter indiscriminately ; 
but Ona rebuked this proposal, as savouring of a spirit of insurréc- 
tion! It appears, also, that a junta of planters and merchants has 
been appointed by the Government for the purpose of inquiring into 
the present state of the island, and preparing an exposé of it. 

We learn, finally, that a French planter, a Mons. Hume, from 
Martinique, is at Havana. He is collecting money to be sent to 
France, in order to salary the pro-slavery writers for the public 
press. This 1s a ‘‘a favourite enterprise,’’ our correspendent tells 
us, ‘‘ with the rich people in Cuba.” 





THE FRENCH COMMISSION ON SLAVERY. 
(From our own Correspondent.) 


Paris, February 10, 1844. 
I wave had an opportunity of reading'a considerable portion of the 
third part of the Proces- Verbaux, which contains the discussions 
which took place in the Commission* on the different plans of 
emancipation laid before it, and records the votes given by its 
members in relation to each of those which were seriously enter- 
tained. The first and most important of the discussions turned 
upon the expediency of the immediate and general abolition of 
slavery. In this debate it is painful to perceive how few of the 
members of the Commission were governed in their decisions by 
sound principles of morals, which are never inconsistent with sound 
policy, or by a proper regard for the claims of deeply-injured 
humanity. Only Victor de Tracy and Count Rossi, to whom the 
friends of abolition and the slaves are deeply indebted for their able 
advocacy of the views which they entertained, and for the course 
which they adopted, voted for this measure. The Duke de Broglie, 
President of the Commission, declared himself to be opposed to it ; 
whilst de Sade and de Tocqueville, two other members of the So- 
ciety for the Abolition of Slavery, who were on the Commission, 
expressed themselves as doubtful or adverse. Admiral Mackau, 
the present Minister of Marine, in many plaees discovers an almost 
imaphhociie enmity to abolition, which is shared, as might be 


Be se-vey. by some other members of the Commission, especially 
Ju 


lin and St. Hilaire, d’Audiffrit and Wurtemburg. I should 
remark that Reynard appears to have approached most nearly to 
Victor de Tracy and Count Rossi, in what we believe to be just 
sentiments in reference to the abolition of slavery. It is painful to 
find that Burnley was introduced at one of the sittings of the Com- 
mission by .De Tocqueville, to give evidence on the subject before 
the Commission, and evidence such as might have been expected 
from an able and artful adversary, as be has always ben, of the 
anti-slavery cause. I translate carefully the conclusion of the sit- 
ting of the 2ist of February, 1842, in which the Commission 
recorded their opinion on the subject of the immediate and general 
abolition of slavery in the French colonies :— 


‘‘The PresipENT said that the moment appeared to him to have 
arrived for closing this first portion of the discussion; and he put the 
question on which he would collect their votes in this form :— 

‘« Is there ground for proposing to the Government a plan of emanci- 
pation which should have for its basis a general and immediate abolition 
of slavery, without any intermediate system ; and with the payment of 
an indemnity, as a deduction from which no regard should be had to a 
concession of time in favour of the holders of slaves ? 

‘* The votes collected by the President were as follows :— 

‘*MM. Rossi and de Tracy vote for the affirmative, on condition 
that indemnity may be demanded, and shall be granted. 

‘*M. Reynarp takes the same view, remarking, however, that the 
elements of the indemnity remain to be determined ; and that, until this 
part of -the question was settled, he could give only a conditional vote as 
to the period at which the measure should be consummated. 

‘“«M. Passy could only give a vote ad referendam, that is to say, 
under a reserve for the consideration of other plans, and of the two 
accessory conditions which had been mentioned, namely, the passing of 
special laws for the freed persons, and a good selection of agents for their 
execution, 

‘“M. de Save must vote against the proposition, in the absolute terms 
in which it was conceived. In his judgment, the general abolition of 


‘slavery without an intermediate system, ought to be combined with the 


* The Commission appointed “by the French Government to report onthe subject 
of co'onial slavery. 
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allowance of a certain delay, which should enable the colonists to be 
made sharers in the sacrifice of the indemnity. 

‘““MM. d’Avupirrrit, de Mackav, Jusetin, Wurremsure, and 
de Sr. H1tarre vote against the proposition. 

‘‘The Duke de BroGure also declared for the negative. His first 
reason was, that such an indemnity as the plan under consideration im- 
plied could neither be effected nor contemplated. He did not think that 
the Government would consent to ask for it, and, as a peer, he should 
refuse it. The second reason which led the President to vote against the 
proposition was, that he saw, in the impossibility that the colonists could 
give wages to the blacks, an insuperable obstacie to the immediate con- 
cession of freedom. 

‘The majority of the Commission is, consequently, of opinion that 
the general and immediate abolition of slavery ought not to be proposed.”’ 

Such is the cruel and unjust decision of those to whom the task 
was assigned of examining a question in which the happiness and 
rights of 250,000 human beings were most deeply involved. Can 
we believe such a decision to be consistent with that golden rule, 
which requires that whatsoever we would that men should do to us, 
we should ever do to them? Assuredly not. I cannot, however, 
but trust that, notwithstanding the disappointment which we must 
feel in reading the words of one distinguished as an early and elo- 
quent advocate in France of the abolition of the slave-trade, there 
will be found not a few members of the French legislature who will 
refuse their concurrence to any measure by which their country 
shall continue to be stained with the guilt and the dishonour of 
upholding slavery. 





SLAVE-TRADE IN THE EAST. 


TO THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF RIPON, PRESIDENT OF THE 
BOARD OF CONTROL, &c., &c. 


27, New Broad-street, Dec. 9, 1843. 


My Lorp,—The Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society beg to call your attention to a fact which has just 
been brought to their knowledge, and which, they have reason to 
fear, constitutes but a small part of an extensive and long-prevalent 
system of misdoing in the East. 

A gentleman whose name and address are known to the Com- 
mittee, and may be given to your lordship, in a narrative which he 
has presented to the Committee of Oriental Travels so late as last 
spring, makes the following statement :— 


“‘At Aden I remained five weeks, and then, in company with the padre 
Antonio Foggart, a propaganda missionary, engaged a cabin in the ship 
Saliman Shah, belonging to Calcutta, navigated by native British sub- 
jects, and bound to Jeddah, to which place I was proceeding. The day 
after leaving Aden we anchored off Mocha, and received on board Maho- 
med, a Dankali slave-merchant, and seven slaves. Iwas vexed to see the 
British flag thus shamefully abused, and under the observation of rather 
a severe commentator (the padre Antonio) upon the policy of England as 
regards the slave-trade. Situated as I was, I could not say anything 
against the outrage, nor did I pretend to palliate it; but I made some 
inquiries, and such observations as I thought might be useful for the in- 
formation of those at home, who would endeavour to prevent for the 
future the British flag from being stained with the charge of still encou- 
raging and supporting slavery in the East. A few days after the vessel 
left Mocha we reached the port of Hodeidah, where the slave-dealer 
Mahomed disposed of a boy for (as he said) forty-five dollars. It appears 
that the remainder (six girls) were ultimately disposed of at Jeddah, two 
of the number having been previously landed at Coomfidah, but not 
sold. 

The Committee deem it unquestionable that this was slave-trading 
on the part of British subjects, and was contrary to law; since an 
act was passed by the Imperial Legislature in 1842, to remove all 
doubts of the application of the Consolidated Slave-trade Abolition 
Act of 1824 to the British territories in the East, and appointing 
courts of vice-admiralty for the trial of offences committed against 
it in any part of British India. 

The Committee are sure that your lordship, in common with 
themselves, would deeply regret that this act should remain a dead 
letter ; and they cannot doubt that you will take such measures 
under it as shall render it effectual to put down the traffic in slaves, 
now (the Committee believe) extensively carried on in the East, so 
far as the same shall be carried on in British vessels. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., 
(Signed) J. H. Hinton. 
REPLY. 
India Board, December 23, 1843. 


Sir,—The Commissioners for the Affairs of India have taken 
into consideration the letter which you, on the part of the Com- 


mittee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, addressed: 


to the President of this Board on the 9th inst. 

In that communication you call attention to a statement which 
was made last spring to the Committee of Oriental Travels, to the 
effect that a vessel belonging to Calcutta, and sailing from Aden to 
Jeddah, having put into Sachs, took on board as*passengers a man 
represented to be a slave-merchant, and a boy and six girls repre- 
sented to be slaves; that the boy was landed and sold at Hodeida ; 
and that the girls were ultimately disposed of at Jeddah. 

The Committee, as you observe, deem it unquestionable that this 
was slave-trading on the part of British subjects, and was contrary 
to law ; since an act was id by the imperial legislature in 1842, 
to remove all doubts of the application of the Consolidated Slave- 
trade Abolition Act of 1824 to the British territories in the East, 
and appointing courts of vice-admiralty for the trial of offences 





committed against it in any part of British India. The Committee 
add, that they would ase regret that this act should remain a - 
dead letter. 

The act to which, the Committee allude is, it is presumed, 5 & 6 
Vict., c. 101. But that act merely provides that the powers given 
by the 5th Geo. 1V., c. 118, to the government of her Majesty’s 
colonies, for the more effectual suppression of the importation of 
slaves into such colonies by sea, shall be vested in the governors, 
&c., of the several places within the territories under the govern- 
ment of the East India Company ; and that the powers given by 
the said act of Geo. IV. to her Majesty’s officers, civil and military, 
for the like purpose, are thereby given to the several officers of the 
East India Company. 

It is also to be observed that the offence said to have been com- 
mitted was not committed in any part of British India, and was not 
brought to the notice of any British officer. No doubt, however, 
can be entertained that any subject of her Majesty's, or any person 
residing within the territories under the government of the East 
India Company, who shall, upon the high seas, knowingly and 
wilfully convey any person as a slave, or for the purpose of his 
being imported as a slave into any place whatsoever, or for the pur- 
pose of his being used as a slave, is punishable under the ninth 
section of the Consolidation Act of 1824, the 5th Geo. IV., c. 113. 

Anxious as the Indian government have ever been to give effect 
to this clause, they find their endeavours frustrated by the difficulty 
of obtaining evidence of its infraction in Jocalities far distant from 
their own territories, seldem visited by Europeans, and inhabited 
by a people whose religious prejudices and worldly interests are 
concerned in the maintenance of the traffic. 

It is much to be regretted, therefore, that the gentleman whose 
statement you bring to our notice could find no opportunity of 
giving his testimony where it might have been made available for 
the conviction and punishment of the offenders. If, however, the 
Committee can suggest any mode by which the facts of this case 
can be duly established, and the perpetrators of the alleged crime 
discovered and brought to justice, this Board will be most ready to 
co-operate in that object. In the mean time a communication upon 
the subject will be made to the Court of Directors. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) W. B. Barina. 
J. H. Hinton, Esq. 





COOLIE EXPORTATION. 
TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD STANLEY, ETC., ETC. 


27, New Broad-street, December 30, 1843. 
My Lorp,—The Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society feel it their duty to make to you an earnest appeal, 
in relation to the facts which have recently been disclosed in con- 
nexion with the emigration from India to Mauritius. 

It cannot be necessary for the Committee to call to your lord- 
ship’s remembrance, either those fearful mischiefs which, on a 
former and not distant occasion, induced the Indian Government 
to arrest on the instant the entire course of emigration to 
Mauritius, as then in action, or the just and necessary jealousy 
with which that Government is known to have regarded the pro- 
position for its renewal. It was only by force of assurances of 
the most solemn kind on the part of your lordship, that arrange- 
ments should be made perfectly efficient for the prevention of 
such fnischiefs, that consent was given in any quarter for a second 
experiment. Already the result appears to have been most me- 
lancholy. If thé statements in the public papers are to be be- 
lieved (and there seems to be no ground for discrediting them) 
the very same evils which before existed have broken out again. 
Persons are inveigled from the interior under false pretences, held 
in a kind of ep Siete in Calcutta, and smuggled on board 
ship ; the whole business being conducted by duffadars, or crimps, 
and being nothing short of systematic kidnapping. 

The Committee are fully assured that this state of things must 
have immediately engaged the attention of the authorities in India ; 
and, from the efficiency of the remedy applied on a former oc- 
casion, they are encouraged to anticipate from them the adoption 
of effective measures. Nor are the Committee without confi- 
dence that your lordship will pay early and due regard to a matter 
so important; yet they would have felt themselves wanting in 
their duty if they had not laid their sentiments on it before you, 
and expressed their fervent hope, that a system thus twice demon- 
strated to be incurably vicious, may be finally brought to an end. 

On behalf of the Committee, I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. Scosie, Secretary. 


Rep y. 


Downing-street, January 6, 1844. 
Sir,—I am directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 30th ult., calling his attention to certain state- 
ments which have appeared in the public papers, of gross abuse 
having been practised by the persons engaged in conducting the 
emigration of the Coolies from India to Mauritius. 

In reply, Lord Stanley desires me to observe, that, if the state 
of things be such as represented in certain public papers, (though 
he presumes the Committee of the British and Footien Anti- 
Slavery Society are aware that one of the statements was im- 








mediately afterwards declared by the paper which had inserted it | 
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to be wholly without foundation,) he agrees with the Committee 
in entertaining no doubt that the attention of the authorities in 
India will have been directed to it. His lordship has, however, 
referred your communication to the Governor-General. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) Grorce Hore. 


PORTRAIT OF WILLIAM ALLEN, F.R.S., &c. 


N Excellent LITHOGRAPHED PORTRAIT of this distin- 
A guished Philanthropist is in course of execution. It will be of a 
size, and brought out in the first style of the art. Price to Sub- 
scribers :—India proofs, before letters, 30s.; ditto, after letters, 21s. ; 
prints, 10s. 6d.” 
Subscribers’ names received by Charles Gilpin, 5, Bishopsgate-street 
Without, London. 
As a limited number only of proofs will be issued, an early application 
will be necessary to secure the best impressions. 








In a few days will be published, price One Shilling, 


HE FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT of the BRITISH and 
FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY ; with a copious Ap- 
_ pendix, in reference to the Slave-trade throughout the world; its extent ; 
the cost of endeavours to suppress it; abolition of Slavery in British 
India, the British settlements in the East, Scinde, &c.; results of Eman- 
cipation in the West India colonies ; Emigration from Africa to the West 
Indies ; Emigration of Indian Labourers to Mauritius; British subjects 
holding Slaves in foreign countries; Washington Treaty ; Slavery in the 
United States of America, the Dutch, French, Spanish and Portu- 
guese colonies, and in Brazil ; Treaties with the South American republics 
and with Hayti; Slavery in the East, &c., &c. 
London: Thomas Ward and Co., 27, Paternoster-row ; and British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 27, New Broad-street. - 





Now publishing, : 

SCENE on the SLAVE COAST, with the PURCHASE 

and SALE of SLAVES. This celebrated Painting was exhibited 

at the Royal Academy some time since, and excited considerable attention. 

It is by Monsieur Brarp, of Paris, and is now Engraving in the highest 
style of Mezzotint by E. Wacsrarre, Esq. 

Subscribers’ names received by Charles Gilpin, 5, Bishopsgate-street 

Without, where an Etching may be seen. 





The Second Edition of the 
RIAL of PEDRO DE ZULUETA is now ready, price 
One Shilling. ‘ 
London: Thomas Ward and Co., 27, Paternoster-row ; and British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 27, New Broad-street. 





ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION, 1843. 
Just Published, under the sanction of the Committee of the British and 


Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, in one handsome volume, price 7s. 6d. 
cloth, 


FULL REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS of the 
RECENT ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. By J. F. 
Jounson, Short-hand Writer. 

Statesmen, philanthropists, and merchants will find in this volume 
copious information upon every point connected with slavery and the 
slave-trade in America, Brazil, Cuba, Texas, &c., &c. 

John Snow, 35, Paternoster-row; and the office of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 27, New Broad-street. : 
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NOTICES. 

THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER is an Evening Paper, 
published on alternate Wednesdays, and may be had of all Newsvenders 
throughout the country. Price 4d., or 8s. 8d. per annum. 

Subscriptions and Donations to the Society should be forwarded to the 
Treasurer, (G. W. Alexander, Esq.,) at the Society’s Office, 27, New 
Broad-street, London. 


All Communications for the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter must 
be sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 
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The Anti-Slaberp Reporter. 


LONDON, FEBRUARY 21, 1844. 





WE thought, when our last number was issued, that Mr. Zulueta 
was about publishing a pamphlet on the subject of his trial. We 
were, however, mistaken. The work is not published, but only 
‘* printed for private circulation.” We have not the honour of 


being among the parties selected for the reception of this benefit. 


Are any of our subscribers more fortunate ? If a summary of the 
book in the city article of the Z'imes is to be relied on, Mr. Zulu- 
eta’s appeal to the merchants and traders of Great Britain is 
founded upon an entire misrepresentation of Judge Maule’s charge. 
He certainly laid down no such doctrine as is there imputed to him. 
But it is useless fighting with a shadow. 

While Mr. Zulueta retains his book in mysterious secresy, and 
withholds it from the view of the public, he affords ground for 
suspicion that it contains statements which he knows will not bear 
examination ; and he no means of defence if this charge 
is directly brought heel se him. If this book will bear examination, 
why is it withheld? ‘We repeat that, this very day, the book ts not 
published, and cannot be procured. 














WE are enabled to give, from an authentic source, the following 
statement of the import and consumption of sugar in Great Britain 
and Ireland, from the 5th of January, 1843, to the 5th of January, 
1844. The quantity imported from British possessions excceds by 


140lbs. that of the ing year. 
Sugar imported during the year ending 5th Jan., 1844. 
ewts. 

From the British West Indies . . 2,508,677 

se Maritius é : 2 ‘ 477,124 

pe British possessions in India o, 25303,;751 

” Foreign parts. . ° ° 939,896 

Total importation . - 5,022,348 


The consumption during the year was, in 
West India Sugar ° A a 2, 558;810 


Mauritius ‘ . ‘ . P 455,512 
East India é ° Pe 1,056,483 
Foreign . ° ° ° 76 

Total consumption 4,045,181 
Molasses imported . . : . 616,656 
Duty paid . £454,437 


Tue letters of our Paris correspondent will be read with a lively 
interest. As to present movements, it is rumoured that the Minis- 
ter of Marine and the Colonies is engaged in preparing a bill to 
grant the colonies the privilege of sending representatives to the 
ping a ead of Deputies. On this subject the Constitutionnel remarks 
as follows :— 


‘€ We think on this subject with Messrs. H. Passy and De Tracy, that, 
as long as slavery exists in the colonies, their deputies cannot be admitted 
to the Chambers. What, in fact, would their deputies be? Evidently 
the representatives of a single class; the organs of the interests of the 
masters; frequently opposed to that of the slaves, and therefore not the 
representatives of the entire population. What the Minister of the 
Marine should first propose is the abolition of slavery; and we under- 
stood that he intended preparing a bill on that question, after having heard 
his reply to M. de Sade at one of the late sittings of the Chamber.”’ 

We entirely concur in these views. The plan of the Minister 
can be nothing but a scheme for augmenting the power of slave- 
holders in the Chamber, under the disguise of extending the prin- 
ciple of representation to the colonies at large. 


We are much indebted to Mr. Leavitt for the promptness with 
which he has forwarded to us the important information respecting 
the Florida fugitives. The remainder of his interesting letter will 
be found under the head of Foreign Intelligence. All our friends 
will derive great pleasure from learning that the temper of the 
House of Representatives is changing so much for the better. The 
gag, it seems, is likely to be repealed ; Mr. Adams, as chairman of the 
Committee on the Massachusetts resolutions, is preparing materials 
for a valuable report; and, on the petition of a black man, impri- 
soned in Washington (without evidence) as a slave, and advertised 
to be sold in that city into perpetual slavery to pay his jail fees, a 
Committee is about to report a bill for repealing that infamous law. 
Our correspondent’s feelings of congratulation respecting the House 
of Representatives, however, are checked by his fears in relation to 
the Senate. He is even suspicious that the prerogative of that 
body may be abused to effect by treaty the annexation of Texas, 
just at the moment when all the world thinks the plan is about to 
be relinquished. 





Tue American papers which have come to hand bring us no 
news so interesting as that which we have received from our private 
correspondent. We find several communications exhibiting the 
heart-rending sorrows of the internal slave-trade, but, at this late 
hour, we cannot make room for them. We must work them up 
into an article for our next. No pressure of matter, however, can 
induce us to delay the insertion of what we cannot but deem the 
most atrocious and revolting document we ever met with. It is the 
sentence of death passed by Judge O’Neall, at New Orleans, on a 
man named Brown, for aiding a slave to escape! Brown is actually 
to be executed in April. The address of the judge to him presents 
the most revolting combination of cold-blooded cruelty with an 
affectation of piety which ever came to our knowledge. This judicial 
outrage must reduce the state of Louisiana to the lowest pitch of 
er infamy. Hitherto, in all civilized states, the punishment of 

eath has been annexed only to acts having at least some measure 
of criminality ; it is annexed now to the fulfilling of a sacred duty, 
both to God and man. Hitherto, even in the United States, we 
have been accustomed to see the friends of the slave only mobbed 
and murdered by violence, like the martyred Lovejoy ; but at length 
a7 are to be murdered by law, and slaughtered with the coolness 
and pomp of a legal execution. What a fearful element of society 
must the institution of slavery be, if its maintenance requires that 
assisting an escape from it shall be made punishable with peatu ! 
Or what can arrive but a universal combination of the human race 
for its overthrow, when the blood of the free and the just ig thus to 
be poured out, in order to slake its diabolical thirst for revenge ! 





From the Gazette des Tribunaur we have extracted an account 
of the punishment (in the month of January last) of twenty-three 
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serfs in St. Petersburg, for an act of violence committed on their 
master. We know not in what terms to express our sense of the 
barbarity of this punishment. Irritated by an insolent rejection of 
a request, the serfs entered their master’s bedroom during the night, 
and beat him with rods. For this they are handed over to a military 
tribunal, and sentenced—not to be shot, that would have been too 
merciful—but, four times, to encounter the switches of five hun- 
dred soldiers. What this was as inflicted once, our readers will 
see by the following description :— 


‘‘ Five hundred infantry soldiers of the garrison of St. Petersburg, 
each armed with a long osier switch, were drawn up in double line on the 
parade. The twenty-three sentenced persons were brought out with fet- 
ters on their hands and feet; the executioner uncovered the upper part of 
their body as far as the haunches ; he fixed a ball of lead in their mouths, 
to prevent their crying out; and in this condition they passed, one by 
one, slowly, conducted by two attendant soldiers, through the long double 
line of soldiers, receiving at every step two heavy blows on the back, 
which made their blood flow copiously, reddening the snow under their 
feet.”” 

No wonder that, when they had “‘ finished their long and melan- 
choly walk,” these poor wretches were ‘‘ almost dying.”” But they 
were then taken, we are told, to a military hospital, ‘‘ to be cured ;” 
imperial clemency, of course, intending to apply balm at length to 
these frightful lacerations. Far from it. ‘* As soon as they are a 
little recovered, their punishment is to be inflicted a second time ;”’ 
then, if they survive the second, a third time; and, if they survive 
the third, a fourth time! This is the most savage endeavour to in- 
vent a punishment worse than death that we ever heard of. It is 
an example of barbarity aided by refinement; of unprecedented 
skill in making the human frame endure a greater amount of agony 
than that under which its benevolent Creator intended it should 
expire. The only pretext for this ferocity is, that the city of St. 
Petersburg contains 65,000 serfs, and that it was necessary to strike 
terror into them, lest the example of the twenty-three should be 
imitated! If this had been said on any other authority, it would 
have been denounced as a libel on the empire of the Czar. But 
henceforth it is unquestionable that the Russian serfs are slaves in 
the most frightful sense; and that they are subject to a despotism 
the most terrific which can be conceived, because it has both the 
skill and the resolution to carry human suffering to the utmost pos- 
sible extremity. Flogging slaves to death has hitherto been regarded 
with an execration almost bowndless; but this is nothing to the 
treatment of Russian serfs. In what a frightful state of menacing 
discontent must this vast empire be, if even a momentary safety 
must be purchased at such a dreadful cost! Can the few lords of 
these many millions of serfs expect such a yoke of blood to be 
borne for ever ? 





Two West India mails have at length arrived, supplying a few 
extracts which we have given in their proper place. By the Jamaica 
papers we perceive that some very just complaints are made of the 
scandalous Solicitors’ Fee Bill of the last session. 





We have read the article in the Patriot of the 8th instant. So 
far as we are concerned, the sum is, that, while we deprecate armed 
interference with the slave-trade, our contemporary pleads for it. 
In the new style in which he expresses his sentiments towards his 
Jfriends, our contemporary is not, perhaps, pecularly happy. We 
think the courteous might have been better done. 





Tue letter of our friend, Colonel Nicolls, is very long for our 
columns, but we have made an effort to insert it, in order to show 
our sincere respect for him. His reasonings on the point on which 
he has entered into controversy with us have not altered our views ; 
but we freely give our readers the opportunity of estimating them, 
as well as ourselves. 





Literarp Potire, 


Antigua and the Antiguans: a full Account of the Colony and 
its Inhabitants from the time of the Caribs to the present day. 
Interspersed with Anecdotes and Legends. Also, an impartial 
View of Slavery and the Free Labour Systems ; the Statistics 
of the Island, and Biographical Notices of the principal Fami- 
lies. 2 vols. London: 1844, 


So ample and comprehensive-a title at once precludes the neces- 
sity of any explanation from us as to the contents of the book, and 
renders it evident that a small part of them only come within the 
sphere of our critical observation. This part, however, though 
comparatively small, is not without its value, relating as it does to 
so interesting a subject as the slave and free labour systems in the 
island of Antigua. This island, it will be recollected, was the first 
to abolish slavery, and had the wisdom to overleap entirely the 
period of the apprenticeship. How this change has wrought is a 
question of considerable moment, and in the volumes before us we 


have the testimony of a person entitled to speak on it with some. 


confidence. The author, indeed, is neither a magistrate, nor a 
planter, nor by position personally acquainted with agricultural or 
public affairs. She was—for, in truth, this work is the production 
of a lady—however, resident in the island both before and after 
emancipation, and she can, con vegan 4 say much from her own 
observation ; while, for the rest, she will speak, of course, the sen- 
timents current in the society in which she mingled. We cull, 





then, as large a rtion as our limits will allow of her description 
of this change and its results :-— 


‘It must be allowed that, for a few years previous to emancipation, 
the Antiguan planters were in a state of great perturbation. They plainly 
perceived, from the state of affairs, that the thraldom of slavery must be 
broken—that Britain would no longer allow her children to traffic openly 
in flesh and blood; and, finally, that they must, whether with a good 
grace or sullen rtment, give up their right to slaves. Still the change 
from slavery to freedom was a great revolution, a mighty crisis; and, 
urgent and inevitable as it was, who could tell what would be its results ? 
From this cause property in Antigua diminished, for some few years, 
greatly in value; and many estates might have been then purchased for a 
comparative trifle. 

‘* But this depression did not continue long, for no sooner was the 
deed done, and the chain which bound the negro to his fellow-man irre- 
coverably snapped asunder, than it was found, even by the most sceptical, 
that free labour was decidedly more advantageous to the planter than the 
old system of slavery ; that, in fact, an estate could be worked for less 
by free labour than it could when so many slaves—including old and 
young, weak and strong—were obliged to be maintained by the proprie- 
tors. Indeed, the truth of this assertion was discovered even before the 
negroes were free ; for, no sooner did the planters feel that no effort of 
theirs could prevent emancipation from taking place, than they com- 
menced to calculate seriously the probable result of the change, and, to 
their surprise, found, upon mature deliberation, that their expenses would 
be diminished, and their comforts increased, by the abolition of slavery. 

‘* The lapse of eight. years has proved this to be true; and there is 
now scarcely one person, if any, in the island of Antigua, who would 
wish to become again a slaveholder. 

‘* Since the period of emancipation (1834) Antigua has suffered from 
many casualties. ‘Thcre were the severe hurricane, and the long and 
harassing droughts, of 1835. In 1836, and part of the following year, 
the drought returned with increased severity, and blasted in great mea- 
sure the crops. In 1840, the planters had again to contend with a season 
of dry weather, and yet, under all these disastrous circumstances, the free 
system has gloriously worked its way; and by producing larger average 
crops, (as well as other advantages, both as regards exports and imports,) 
has claimed from all a tribute of praise. 

‘* Although there are some few persous who deny that free labour is less 
expensive than slavery, yet the general voice pronounces it to be a system 
beneficial to the country. It has been proved to demonstration that es- 
tates which, under the old system, were clogged with debts they never 
could have paid off, have, since emancipation, not only cleared them- 
selves, but put a handsome income into the pockets of the proprietors. 
Land has also increased greatly in value. Sugar plantations that would 
scarcely find a purchaser before emancipation, will now command from 
10,000/. sterling ; while many estates that were abandoned in days of 
slavery are now once more in a state of cultivation, and the sugar-cane 
flourishes in verdant beauty, where for so many years nothing was to be 
seen but rank and tangled weeds, or scanty herbage.’’ pp. 155—157. 


After going into several particulars, which greatly strengthen the 
case as she puts it, the author adverts to the negroes’ present habits 
of labour in the following terms :— 

‘* It is a general opinion that they work better, and in a more cheerful 
manner, than they did in days of slavery, when a driver stood over them 
with his long and heavy whip, to chastise their least cessation from labour- 
It cannot be supposed that I am perfectly cognizant of the real truth of 
this statement. I must, therefore, along with my own observations, take 
the opinions and arguments of planters, and other persons connected with 
agricultural employments, as the basis of my remarks. 

‘The facts brought forward in support of this affirmation are these :— 
That, upon some estates, the extent of acres in a state of cultivation is 
greater than before the abolition of slavery—other properties make a 
larger annual crop with one-third the number of labourers—and that, 
although many efficient negroes have emigrated to other islands, estates 
that were dismantled have been re-cultivated. In job-work, as it is 
termed, the negroes accomplish twice as much work as when employed 
by the day ; the simple reason of which is, that they gain a larger sum 
of money by such arrangements. It is a fact that has fallen under my 
own observation, that, when a piece of land is holed by ¢ask-work, the 
negroes will rise by one or two o’clock during moonlight, go to the field, 
and accomplish the usual day’s work (300 cane-holes) by five or six in 
the morning ; and after resting for a short time, are prepared to take 
another task, which they also complete, and have some hours left, in 
which to till their own little spot of provision-ground. When the exces- 
sive heat of the climate is taken into consideration, as well as the labour 
it requires to dig one cane-hole, the work of a negro who can open six 
hundred in one day can be better estimated by those who are more ac- 
quainted with such matters than myself.’”’ pp. 160, 161. 

With such a testimony we, of course, cannot but express our- 
selves highly gratified, and the more so because it comes to us from 
an absolute stranger. 

In so extended an account of Antigua and the Antiguans, we 
should have been glad to find something on the present character 
and administration of the laws; but this was a subject on which a 
lady may well be excused offering an opinion. For ourselves, 
however, we are yet anxious to know whether, when slavery expired, | 
its usages expired also. We will go further, and confess our fears 
that the usages and maxims of slavery continue in force in Antigua, 
to a great extent, under the name of freedom. The instantaneous 
passage from slavery to freedom, without the intervening period of 
the apprenticeship, during which (with all its troubles) the negroes 
in the other British colonies were arduously working out their 

ractical liberty, may not unnaturally have occasioned such a result, 

anagers, planters, and magistrates can hardly have passed in a 
moment from the spirit of slavery to the spirit of freedom ; and 
we have, in truth, received some painful intimations that they did 
not do so. Perhaps before long we shall be at liberty to say more 
on this important subject. 





THE ANTI 
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Correspondence, 


To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter. 
i Shooter's Hill, Feb. 8, 1844. 


Str,—I have by this post the pleasure of receiving, as usual, my 
Anti-Slavery Reporter. I perceive in its leading article your notice of 
Mr. Hill’s ‘‘ Fifty Days on board a Slaver,’’ which I am glad to see; not 
that it is anything new to me, for it does not amount to one tenth part of. 
the misery I have seen, felt, and heard, on the coast of Africa. I have 
known fifty persons to be suffocated in twelve hours after they were put 
on board a slave ship, and that even before they have got out of the river 
into the ocean ; and I have also known 300 out of 700 poor Africans die 
on the voyage to Sierra Leone, from the close neighbourhood of Fer- 
nando Po, where she was captured. Now, had they been landed there, 
which they could have been twelve hours after capture, not a soul of them 
would have died. Many more such facts I was cognizant of during my 
ten years’ sojourn in that unhappy region. 

Now, Sir, a few words on a subject I have already written many pages 
about, as is well known to yourself and all the friends of Africa, and 
that is, the remedy for all those evils; which, unhappily, the friends of 
Africa, and the Anti-Slavery Society in particular, are not agreed upon, 
but which, from long experience, I presume I am a competent judge of. 
In quoting from a recent number of the Morning Herald, where it is 
said the Admiralty are about to send a more efficient force to the coast of 
Africa, you observe, ‘‘ A traffic which has maintained itself against so 
many treaties and cannon as have already been brought to bear upon this, 
will continue to thrive although the whole British navy were arrayed 
against it.” Here, Sir, we are at issue. I have simply to say, that, if 
we point our force as we have hitherto done, if we suffer our treaties to be 
broken as has lately and for a long time been the case, then I quite agree 
with you that the slave-trade may linger on for an indefinite period. 
But, Sir, if we act by the rules of common sense and prudence, then I 
boldly aasert that the present force employed, and now about to be em- 
ployed, on the coast of Africa, is fully and entirely competent to put down 
the evil in about ten or twelve months, and that it is totally impossible to 
put it down without a naval force. I presume that orders will now be 
sent out to our ships of war, ordering them to go into the different 
rivers and storing stations, to destroy and burn the barracoons, and to 
release the slaves ; carrying away, trying, and convicting, all white persons 
found breaking the laws of their country, and plainly telling all the native 
chiefs that they will not Le suffered to sell slaves or entertain slavers. If 
we do not act thus, then we are spending life and treasure in vain.* If 
our officers are to have actions brought against them in our own tribunals, 
for doing the duty they are supposed to be sent to perform, by a set of 
ruffianly outlawed slave-dealers, aided and abetted by a few of the most 
dishonest and disreputable of the scoundrelly part of the creation in this 
land, then we would do:better to drop the suppression of the slave-trade 
altogether. But, after all the millions we have spent, to do so, would 
that be either beneficial to our honest traders, or honourable to us as a 
christian people? I say no! We must, and we can, put it down. 


It seems to me a strange thing that no law has hitherto been enforced 
against the crews of slavers, that resist, wound, and kill our people im 
the execution of their duty. They fire into, and at, our men of war, and 
kill and wound our people in trying to escape ; and, when we close with 
the cowardly ruffians, they run below, and shelter themselves among the 
poor slaves. The capture is made; the deck of our gallant ship is washed 
from the blood of some -of its gallant crew; the funeral service for the 
dead is performed over the innocent victims; while the murderers are 
suffered to go about their business, or to another slaver made ready for 
treir reception, when the same tragedy is repeated. Is there either reason, 
or common sense, or the shadow of justice, in this part of the abomination? 
Now, Sir, my remedy for this moiety of the slavers’ iniquity is simply 
this: let a law be made, that, at the momenta slaver is captured, the 
commander of the ship be authorized to hold a court-martial on those 
enemies of the human race ; and, if they have committed murder, let him 
have the power to hang up to the yard arm instanter the commander of 
the slaver, and the person or persons who fired the guns, or, to transport 
‘them for life to a penal settlement ; and then, as to the rest of the crew, 
I would also transport them in like manner, either for life, or for a long 
period. This would do more to put down the slave-trade than all the 
talking that has taken place upon the subject. 

Neither the Spanish, the Portuguese, nor the Brazilian governments 
have the power, even if they had the inclination, to prevent slave-trading 
in their dominions. What, then, is the use of having treaties with such 
imbeciles, without we enforce them? It may be said, are we to go to war 
with these nations? No! But we have aright, in every sense of the 
word, to declare a war of extermination against slavers, as against pirates. 
We seldom hear of a pirate now a days, unless his trade be coupled with 
that of a slaver. I have seen and known many such, and have been the 
means of bringing two of the most atrocious of them to condign punish- 
ment. All honest Portuguese and Spaniards would rejoice at such laws 
being passed. These nations would see the necessity of freeing their 
slaves, in order to cease from their infamous traffic. If we were to go to 
war with them, every slave colony would be in our possession in the first 
‘six months. 

Allow me, Sir, to trespass a little longer on your time and patience, 
-whilst I dilate a little on the subject of my friends the African chiefs, who 
have been, and are now, supplying the European merchants with slaves. 
I call them my friends, notwithstanding their aiding the iniquitous prac- 
‘tice of slave dealing, for I never failed in any one instance to convince 
them of their iniquity and pecuniary loss by selling their people. They 
always listened to me with respect and attention; and I perfectly suc- 
ceeded with all of-them that I had a fair opportunity of reasoning with, 
in showing them that their people were more profitable at home, ani that 
their interest was to deal legally with our merchants, in preference to 
selling their people to the miscreant slave-dealers. I admit, that, with 
some of the chiefs, it was necessary to let them know that I possessed the 
power of enforcing my adrice. 1 derived this from two sources ; first and 
greatest, from their own peoples’ good-will towards myself, and their own 






































































































welfare ; , from their own common sense and reason, which 
showed that they could resist neither their own people nor mine. I am 
fully persuaded that this plan can be successfully adopted all over Africa, 
without war or violence. 

But some of our slave-aiders in London, as well as our false friends, 
say we have no right to meddle with independent chiefs on their own 
territory, or to dictate to them ; that they have ‘‘a right to do what they 


‘like with their own’’ subjects—to sell them, kill them, and contaminate 


their morals. I have not so learned my duty. Most of the maritime 
African chiefs have obtained their power by being the corrupted creatures 
of siave-dealers. Shall a Christian. subject of a free constitutional state 
acknowledge the power of a dranken misguided tyrant? I, for one, 
never will. But I would ever recommend, that, if, after reasonable 
precaution to such men, they do not reform, an appeal be made to their 
people to take away their power, and elect others in their stead. This 
is a plan that can never fail of success. I have tried it, and know its 
value. 

If these means be resorted to, you will soon put an end to slavery in 
Africa, and you will soon reap a rich reward in a large and beneficial 
commerce, and have the glorious satisfaction of seeing a hitherto enslaved 
land christianized, civilized, and free ; your merchants of the right and 
honourable sort, and your missionaries following, as they have ever done, 
the christian-directed seaman and soldier. We have always been the 
first messengers of glad tidings to the heathen; none of the others ever 
preceded us. I never saw either a merchant or missionary in any part 
of the world, before he had been preceded by the united services. Had 
my excellent friends, the Baptist missionaries, been with me in 1825 at 
Fernando Po, we should have done a vast deal more good than they have 
been able to perform since their arrival seven years afterwards. I have 
now the satisfaction of being able to say they are doing wonders in the 
way of civilization, by the preaching of the gospel, by the establishment 
of schools (where the children and adults are apt and willing to be taught), 
by teaching them to cultivate their lands, build comfortable houses and 
places of worship, make roads, &c.; and thus by their industry, fru- 
gality, and sobriety, enforce the utility of their very excellent mode of 
training these poor savage men. I would to God that all our Christian 
friends would go and do likewise. I have been in the receipt of letters 
from my old friends on the island of Fernando Po and the adjacent coasts, 
blessing the day when the missionaries came amongst them. There is 
a person now here who has resided for seventeen years on that island. He 
is an intelligent, frugal, sober man, and he can confirm all I have as- 
serted respecting the good that the Baptist missionaries have been, and 
are now, doing in the neighbourhood referred to. He will also tell you, 
that there is not a slave taken away from any of the ports in the Bights, 
and that our navy have been the means of producing this great reform- 
ation. I can also prove that, if the same plan were generally pursued, 
which Captain Meredith, of the Pelorus, and myself adopted at Came- 
roons, seventeen years since, there would not now be any slavedealing 
along the coast of Africa. Destroy the barracoons, the places of the 
accursed traffic. J say, destroy the nests, and the birds cannot breed. 
This is the way to stop them at once. You may continue to cruize with 
the whole British force; but you never will put down slavery by this 
method. Be assured that, if our officers had the right sort of orders 
given them, no slavery could possibly exist. I gave the Committee of 
the House of Commons, which sat on the affairs of Africa last session, 
all the particulars of my plan. Your Reporter quite cheered me by 
saying, that the West Africa Committee is about to be revived this 
session. Should that be the case, I hope the surreptitious removal of 
the paper I gave in to that Committee will be accounted for. The Chair- 
man of that Committee ordered it to be printed, but it was not done, 
while all the other papers given in were printed. Was it because I had 
more general experience on the coast than any other man that mine 
was slighted, while theirs were inserted? Or was it that I told some 
disagreeable truths, that were not at all relished by some persons on that 
Committee? My firm belief is that that paper was stolen, in order to 
prevent its publication. I, however, have a copy of it at the service of 
the renewed Committee, and shall be at my post there, if I be allowed 
to give evidence, as I was permitted by the last honourable Committee. 

I was glad to see the excellent article of the 31st ult. in the Morning 
Herald, respecting Africa. It gives me good hope for too long neg- 
lected Africa, and does honour to the editor of that renovated journal; 
while I am as truly sorry to see the Colonial Gazette of the 3rd inst., 
whose motto is Ships, Colonies, and Commerce, take so narrow a view of 
their interests as it has done—of which, more anon. I had rather he had 
joined you in your excellent plan of admitting free-labour tropical pro- 
ductions from all parts of the world, on the same terms as we admit 
those of our own free colonies. I must also say, I am very sorry to 
see a prospect of admitting Chinese labourers into our West India islands. 
I tried them at Fernando Po. They will not do; rely on it, they will 
not be good labourers, but they will become very troublesome pedlars 
and thieves. They cannot stand the climate well either. It appears to 
me to be a useless, troublesome, expensive plan, and after all not needed. 
They will tend to damage a thriving and increasing peasantry of the right 
sort, who are now improving vastly in religion and morals, and who can, 
I am persuaded, afford good and sufficient labour, if it be properly ap- 
plied and paid for; I mean by working by the job or piece, and not by 
so much for the day. I am quite elated at the order for the increase of 
steamers and the contract for coals for the coast, which is part of the 
plan I so strenuously implored Government to adopt in 1830 and 1831. 
You will find it attended by economy and mercy, and there will be no 
more fifty days’ misery in a slaver to write about in future. 

I have the honour to remain, 
' Your obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) Epwarp Nicotts, Colonel, R.M. 





Tue Brack Crrcutar.—‘“ We have private information, which 
leaves no doubt that the British Government has dispatched a circular 
to its different Consuls in the Southern States, calling on them for full 
and minute information respecting the slaves in those States, their num- 
ber, treatment, condition,” &c., &c.—Post. Well, Colonel Greene, what 
would you advise to do about it ?—Columbia South Carolinian. 
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¢ Parliamentarp Entelligence, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.— Tuesday, February 6. 
CRUISERS ON THE AFRICAN COAST. 


Sir C. Naprer wished to know of the right hon. baronet, whether he 
was prepared to lay upon the table of the house the instructions which the 
Government had given to the commanders of cruisers on the coast of 
Africa. 

Sir R. Pex said, that the whole question connected with the instruc- 
tions to be given to the commanders of cruisers for the detection of slave- 
ships had been referred to a commission, of which Dr. Lushington and 
Captain Bayne formed a part. With regard to instructions occasioned 
by negotiations with the United States, he could only say, that they were 
consistent with the instructions formerly given, but he did not think that 
a due regard to the public service would allow him to give a more explicit 
answer. 

Lord PALMErsTON wished to know whether the Government had come 
to any understanding with the United States as to the power given to the 
commanders of British vessels of visiting ships, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining their nationality. . 

Sir R. Pest replied, that the instructions referred to by the noble lord 
were the same as those which had been issued to the officers of her 
Majesty’s navy in the first instance. 

Lord PALMERSTON wished to have some precise information as to the 
specific instructions which had been given. 

Sir R. Pret trusted that the noble lord would not press his question. 
The instructions he could state generally were in conformity with those 
upon which they had previously acted. 





Wednesday, Feb. 7. 
SLAVE-TRADE. 


Viscount PALMERSTON said that, in consequence of the very unsatis- 
factory statement on the part of the Government in another place a few 
nights ago, with regard to the negotiations between this country and 
France on the slave-trade treaties, he wished to give notice that he should 
move, on Monday, the 19th instant,* if no other business of importance 
intervened, that an humble address be presented to her Majesty, repre- 
senting that this house, sharing the deep abhorrence with which the people 
of this country regard the slave-trade, beseech her Majesty not to consent 
to any alteration or modification of any of the treaties now in force be- 
tween her Majesty and foreign states for the suppression of the slave- 
trade, which, by weakening the means which these treaties now afford for 
the prevention of that piratical offence, might tend to render more easy 
the perpetration of so detestable a crime. (Hear). 





Colonial Entelligence. 





Jamaica.—Tur Crop.—Dry weather and short crops is still 
the prevailing cry of at least three-fourths of our correspondents ; and 
three, we may safely say, represent the great proportion of the agricul- 
tural interests of the island. In Vere and Clarendon in St. Mary’s, 
Metcalfe, and St. George’s; in St. Ann’s, Trelawny, and St. James’s; 
and even in those usually seasonable parishes of Hanover and Westmore- 


_ land, one universal complaint exists of a most extended and destructive 


drought, which cannot fail, despite every effort and improvement in culti- 
vation by the planter, to produce one of the worst crops which has yet 
been made since the termination of slavery.—Jamaica Times. 


A Fact ror Emicration Scaemers.—Last year a number of 
persons arrived in this country from Canada, in search of work. They 
were induced to take this step from the representations of certain indivi- 
duals, to the effect ‘‘ that the emancipated peasantry here would not en- 
gage to labour on estates, except at such high wages as no one could 
give—and that, if they would come, abundance of work might be pro- 
cured at the rate of from 3s. to 4s. stg. per day.’”?” With this inducement 
they left their homes, and embarked for this colony. On their arrival at 
Kingston, some were engaged as porters at the stores—others for country 
work, but at wages which perfectly astonished them, and showed at once 
how completely they had been made the dupes of designing men. Six 
able-bodied men agreed for a year with the proprietor of a coffee property 
near Guy’s Hill, at the following rates of wages : job work, 12s. per acre, 
for cleaning coffee—12s. ditto ditto, for billing heavy underwood—1s. 
per day when not at job-work. The proprietor, who is a merchant in King- 
ston, agreeing also to find them for the first quarter ground provisions, or 
4s. sterling per week each, to buy them. He agreed further to send salt pro- 
visions free of carriage to the property, they paying the current market 
price, and lastly, he promised them comfortable houses to live in.— 
With these prospects before them, bright and cheering as they would be to 
our own unemployed peasants, but gloomy to men who had come expecting 
greater things, they left Kingston for Top Hill. They worked cheerfully 
till the first pay-day came. What, think you, were their feelings 
when called together as they supposed to take their hard earnings, to hear 
Mr. Overseer say that he had instructions to pay them 9s. per acre, and 
no more ; and that for the future there was to be no more day-labour—that 
for billing underwood, agreed at 12s., they were to be paid 48. per acre 
—that provisions used must be paid for out of their wages. Up to this 
time they had lived in the great-house; orders too, had been received to 
put them into the old negro huts. Such injustice would have been 
sufficient to rouse the blood of Englishmen to demand the fulfilment of the 
agreement entered into: but these men had once been slaves—they were 
strangers in a strange land, and therefore submitted quietly, determining 


in their own minds, however, to be very careful in making agreements. 


for the future. Their time was up two months ago, and I need hardly 
add-they have all left—some to beg or work their passage back to America. 


_ In. conclusion, Iam happy to inform yex that several. others who were 


about to embark. for this. Island, hearing of the treatment’ received by 
* Subrequently postponed to the 29th. 





these men, have declined—preferring the frozen shores of Canada, with 
ls. 6d. and 2s. per day, to the scorching Island of Jamaica, and 9d. or 
ls. per day.— Correspondent of Baptist Herald. 


Britisa Gurana.—Immicrants.—The Arabian transport had 
arrived at Demerara, with 103 immigrants. One had died on the voyage, 
with small-pox.— Guiana Times. 


AcricuLture.—A circular has been addressed by the Governor 
to the stipendiary justices, directing them to recommend to the peasantry 
the metaric system.— Guiana Times. 


Cuinese Immicrants.—From advices received by Messrs. 
Laing, Brothers, and Co., and kindly communicated to us, we derive the 
gratifying intelligence that warrants from the Colonial Office have been 
forwarded to Singapore, for the embarkation of 300 Chinese to Trinidad, 
400 to Demerara, and 250 to Berbice ; and that Mr. Henry, who had just 
reached London from the East, reported most favourably as to the dispo- 
sition of those aa 9 to emigrate.— Berbice Gazette. ; 

We have heard it stated, that the wages at which these people are 
likely to be engaged in China are four dollars per month ; and that these - 
are considered by them to be very liberal. When it is known, as ina short 
time it will, that the planters can afford to pay much more than this 
amount, instead of the 2,000 who may be shortly looked for, we have no 
doubt, if the accounts received be correct, that, before many months are 
over, as many as 20,000 may be induced to visit our shores. — Guiana 
Times. : 

Inrentions oF Lorp Stantey.—We are delighted to notice 
the progress, which the cause of the West Indies makes at home, and we 
are determined, at any sacrifice, to do everything in our poor power to 
strengthen Lord Stanley’s hands against the time when Parliament meets. 
The Cabinet will not make Coolie Immigration a question upon which, 
if Parliament be against them, they will resign. But there is reason to 
believe, that, if we but be humane and prudent, and but study to guaran- 
tee the proper safeguards to the liberty and rights of the immigrant, we 
shall, in the ensuing spring, be blessed with immigration from India, 
and, indirectly, from China, with full parliamentary sanction.— Guiana 
Times. 








Trintpap.—The Trinidad papers give the relative exports of 
their staple articles for the seven consecutive years from 1836. The sugar 
shipped last year was 22,615 hogsheads, 1327 trs., and 4863 bris., against 
19,176 hogsheads, 1401 trs., and 3783 bris. in 1842. The produce of 
last year was the highest in the series, with the exception of 1837, which 
exceeded it in a very small degree. 


Immiarants.— The Brig ari Grey, from Rio Janeiro, 
arrived here Jan. 7, with 216 immigrants on board. They are chiefly 
young persons. A further and larger supply, we have heard, may be 
daily expected from the same place, in consequence of recent captures of 
slavers.— Standard. 





Mavritius.—Want or Foop.—Up to the latest date received, 
the distress in the Mauritius appears to have been unalleviated, and, to 
add to other difficulties, during the two previous months a total want of 
rice, a most necessary article of food in the colony, was anticipated, and 
it was determined to give a premium on cargoes of rice arriving from 
India between 15th of June and Ist of October. If sufficient supplies did 
not then arrive, it was determined to seek them from Bourbon and Mada- 
gascar.—Indian Mail. 





Catcutta.—A “ batch’’ of Coolies had returned from Deme- 
rara. The Star states that, of 222, thirty-seven died on the passage. 
Of the thirty-seven, eight left from 150 to 215 dollars each; eight, from 
99 to 149 each; and ten, from 30 to 89 each.—Indian Mail. 





Foreign Entelligence. 





Uxitep States.— Extract of a letter from the Rev. Joshua 
Leavitt, dated Washington, Jan. 12, 1844.—‘‘ One of the items of news 
this morning is the removal of Mr. Slocomb, our consul at Rio Janeiro, 
who is said to have been sincere and efficient in his efforts to prevent the 
prostitution of the American flag and paper to the uses of the slave-trade. 
He was fool enough to suppose that our rulers meant as they said, when 
they professed to oppose the slave-trade. 

‘* Mr. Profit, appointed by the President to be minister at Rio, has 
been deservedly rejected. He is a mere rowdy, and was appointed as a 
mercenary of Mr. Tyler. Yet it is possible that a more adroit, and there- 
fore a more dangerous man may take his place. General Duff Green has 
been rewarded, in part, for his labours and sufferings, by having his son 
appointed Secretary of Legation to Mexico. As General Thompson, our 
minister, is on his return, this young sprig will be acting minister. Green, 
the father, who is a bitter enemy of the Roman Catholics, and a devoted— 
perhaps paid—agent of Texas, once interceded with General Almonte, the 
Mexican minister here, to procure from the Roman Catholic bishops such 
passes or certificates as would enable him to pass with security and secrecy 
through Mexico. The pretext was, to facilitate the construction of a rail- 
road from Missouri to California ! 

‘* Mr. Adams has succeeded in getting a resolution of inquiry passed, 
calling on the President to communicate the instructions given to our 
African squadron under the Ashburton treaty; and also the instructions 
of the British Government to their cruisers. The President has not yet 
responded. You will recollect the statement made in Parliament last 
August, by Mr. Duncombe, that our cruisers were instructed that their 
principal business was to protect our commerce against British aggres- 
sions. . 

_ Yon will learn from the papers what encouraging progress we are 
making in Congress. The committee on the rules of the House reported. 
‘a new code, which leaves abolition petitions to take the ordinary course of 
business ; and the House shows a determination quite favourable to the. 
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tion of the ph tc A resolution of the legislature of Massachusetts, 
in favour of amending the United States Constitution so as to abolish the 
representation in Congress now allowed to the states for three-fifths of 
their slaves, has been received, after a severe struggle, and referred to a 
select committee, of which Mr. Adams is chairman. That committee are 
now collecting materials for areport, and will take time for making a most 
important document. A poor negro was taken up in this city on suspi- 
cion of being a fugitive slave, imprisoned for a month, and, as no one 
claimed him, advertised to be sold as a slave for life, to pay the fees and 
expenses of his imprisonment. He was aided to prepare a petition to 
Congress, and its presentation created a strong sensation indeed. After 
a short, but desperate resistance by the slaveholders, his petition was 
referred to one of the regular committees, and that committee is about to 
report a bill for a repeal of the horrid law. The fact that the liberty party, 
which in 1840 numbered only one vote in 400, now numbers one in 40, is 
one which Congress men can feel the force of, however insensible they may 
be to the motives of humanity and justice. In this change of the current, 
you will easily see that the slaveholders have more than they can do to 
. maintain their present ground, and have no time to rally for the annexa- 
tion of Texas. I hope we shall now keep them on the retreat. I fear 
the Senate, however, more than I have done heretofore, They are so far 
removed from the people by the tenure of their office, there are so many 
of the northern members who have, politically, nothing to lose, and two 
or three whom the President has it now, probably, in his power to 
compensate for the loss of their integrity, beyond anything they could look 
for politically in the paths of uprightness, that I tremble. Then, the Tri- 
umviri, Tyler, Upsher, and Wise, have now nothing to hope for at pre- 
sent, and nothing to lose at present, and may therefore well be more des- 
perate in trying to secure some future claim upon the south. We fear there 
is a treaty now in progress, and that Houston has pulled the cotton over 
the eyes of the British Government, so that the treaty will be made and 
ratified which annexes Texas to the United States, at the very moment 
that the managers on the part of Great Britain think they are just about 
to succeed in all their designs. A most insidious pamphlet is just pub- 
lished here, from a member of the Texican Congress, addressed to J. Q. 
Adams. If the slaveholders can be kept off until the 4th of March, 1845, 
I think we shall be safe on that score.’ 


Sentence oF Deatu ror aipine A Stave To EscaPE.—The 
following murderous and revolting sentence of ‘‘the Honourable (/) J. 
B. O’Neall,’’ is quoted by the Liberator from a New Orleans paper : 

‘‘ John L. Brown,—It is my duty to announce to you the conse- 
quences of the conviction which you heard at Winnsboro’, and of the 
opinion you have just heard read refusing your two fold-motion in arrest 
of judgment for a new trial. You are to die !—die a shameful, ignomin- 
ious death, the death upon the gallows. This annunciation is to you, 
I know, most appalling. Little did you dream of it, when you stepped 
into the bar, with an air as if you thought it was a fine frolic. But the 
consequences of crime are just such as you are realizing: punishment 
often comes when it is least expected. Let me intreat you to take the 
present opportunity to commence the work of reformation. Time will be 
afforded to you to prepare for the great change, which may be just before you. 
Of your past life I know nothing, except that which your trial furnished. 
It told me that the crime for which you are now to suffer, was the con- 
sequence of a want of attention on your part to the duties of life. The 
‘strange woman’ snared you: she ‘flattered with her words,’ and you 
became her victim. The consequence was, that, led on by a desire to 
serve her, you committed the offence of aiding a slave to run away, and 
depart from her master’s service ; and you are now to die for it. You 
are a young man, and I fear have been an idle as well as a dissolute one. 
If so, these kindred vices have contributed a full measure to your ruin. 
Reflect upon your past life, and make the only useful devotion of the 
remnant of your days in preparing for death. ‘Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth,’ is the language of inspired wisdom. 
This comes home appropriately to you at this trying moment. You are 
young, quite too young to be where you are, and, if you had remembered 
your Creator in your past days, you would not now be in the felon’s place 
to receive a felon’s judgment. Still, it is not too late to remember your 
Creator: he calls early, and he calls late; he stretches out the arms of a 
father’s love to you, to the vilest sinner, and says, ‘Come unto mé, and be 
saved.’ You can perhaps read; if you can, read the Scriptures; read 
them without note, and without comment, and pray to God for assistance, 
and you will be able to say, when you pass from prison to execution, as a 
poor slave said, under similar circumstances, ‘I am glad my Friday has 
at last come.’ If you cannot read the Scriptures, the ministers of our 
holy religion will be ready to aid you; they will read and explain to you, 
until you will be able to understand, and understanding, to call upon the 
only One who can help and save you, Jesus Christ, ‘the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sin of the world.’ To Him I commend you: and 
through Him may you have that opening of the day-spring of mercy from 
on high, which shall bless you here, and crown you in an everlasting world 
as asaint for ever and ever. The sentence of the law is, that you be taken 
hence to the place from whence you last came, thence to the gaol of Fair- 
field District, and that there you be closely and securely confined until 
Friday, the 26th day of April next, on which day, between the hours of 
ten in the forenoon, and two in the afternoon, you will be taken to the 
place of _ execution, and there be hanged by the neck till your 
body be dead : and may God have mercy on your soul.” 

Gor Sars Orr!—The Rev. J. Cross writes from Lamoille, 
October 13th, to the Chicago Citizen :—‘‘ I wish also to say to the Mis- 
souri bloodhounds, said to be infesting your city, and scenting along the 
banks of the Short river, for three chattels which had strayed from the 
enclosure of the patriarchs, that a strange, though not unusual metamor- 
phosis took place as they crossed the Father of Waters. When about the 
middle of the steam-boat channel, two of them were suddenly transformed 
to men, and the third as quickly found herself a woman; and having 
heard of Canada, they started by the readiest conveyance, and are doubt- 
less now far ond the reach of pursuit. The curs may, therefore, as 
well return to kennels ; and, unless their employers can send some 
dogs of keener scent or more sagacity, it will be the wiser course of do- 
mestic economy to keep them altogether on the West side of the 
Mississippi.” 


Braziw.—By the barque Caledonia, fifty-one days from Bahia, 
we had last evening advices several days later. We learn by her that 
the slave-trade from the coast of Africa is very actively and successfully 
prosecuted in the Brazilian ports, especially Bahia, where several cargoes 
of human flesh have been successfully landed notwithstanding the vigi- 
lance of the English, and even while English men-of-war lay at anchor 
in the harbour.—New York Tribune, January 10. 





Russ1a.—Barvarovus PuntsoMENT OF TWENTY-THREE SERFS. 
St. Petersburg, Jan. 11, 1844.—Last Friday some male domestic serfs, 
to the number of twenty-three, belonging to Count Podéiwitsch of this 
capital, presented themselves before him, and said they should ‘require 
him thenceforward to pay them wages equal to those received by free 
servants in Petersburg, because (they added) they were entitled to be 
regarded as serfs-paysans, in favour of whom an imperial ukase, of the 
month of April, 1842, enacts that the coirdes and other services per- 
formed by them for their masters should be paid for according to a 
scale, either agreed on by mutual consent, or fixed by arbitrators named 
by both parties. 

Count Podéiwitsch harshly rejected this demand, reminding his serfs 
that they had been born in servitude, and that the laws kept them there ; 
and he threatened them with corporal punishment if ever they dared to 
speak to him again about improving or changing their condition, or if 
they allowed themselves to discover the least discontent. 

The serfs, without saying a single word, quietly withdrew ; but they 
planned a mode of revenge which will not soon be forgotten. During 
the night of Saturday they armed themselves with rods, entered in a 
mass the bed-chamber of the Count, drew him from his bed, and (after 
stripping him naked) beat him with the rods, in a manner so severe 
that he would have died under their hands, unless the neighbours, awaked 
by the piercing cries of this man, had not hastened to rescue him. 

The soldiers were then called. ‘They surrounded the house, arrested 
the three and twenty serfs, and conducted them, bound hand and foot, to 
prison. 

The next day (Sunday) the military governor of St. Petersburg, on 
the statement which he had received of the occurrence, issued an order 
of the following tenor,—‘‘ That, considering that our capital contains 
65,000 serfs, who form more than a sixth part of its entire population ; 
and that, in consequence, it is of the last necessity to the public safety 
of this city that the authors of the attempt made against Count 
Podéiwitsch should be exemplarily and promptly punished, they shall be 
sent before the’ permanent Council of War of St. Petersburg, who shall 
try them immediately according to the military code, without appeal.’ 

In conformity with this determination, the twenty-three culprits ap- 
peared the same day, at one o’clock in the afternoon, before the Council 
of War, who pronounced at two o’clock a sentence which condemned 
them all to pass four times between the switches of 500 soldiers. 

On the morrow, (Monday,) early in the morning, 500 infantry sol- 
diers of the garrison of St. Petersburg, each armed with a long osier 
switch, were drawn up in a double line on the parade. The twenty- 
three sentenced persons were brought out, with fetters on their hands and 
feet; the executioner uncovered the upper part of their body as far as 
the haunches; he fixed a ball of lead in their mouths to hinder them 
from crying out ; and in this condition they passed, one by one, slowly, 
each conducted by two attendant soldiers, through the long double line 
of soldiers, receiving at every step they made two heavy blows with the 
switches on the back, which made their blood flow copiously, reddening 
the snow under their feet. 

After having finished their long and melancholy walk, they were placed, 
almost dying, on handbarrows, and taken to one of the military hospitals 
of St. Petersburg, in order to be cured ; but, as soon as they are a little 
recovered, their punishment is to be inflicted a second time, until they 
shall have gone through it four times, according to the sentence. 

This punishment brings with it, according to law, that of twenty-five 
years’ hard labour in the mines of Siberia ; but, as the condemned parties 
are serfs, their master has the right of dispensing with this supplementary 
punishment, if he wishes to keep them in his service.—Gazelte des T'ri- 
bunaux, Jan. 30, 1844. 





Miscellanea. 


PIRATES CRUISING NEAR GIBRALTAR.—Her Majesty's steamer 
Locust sailed from Gibraltar in all haste, on the 8th Dec., for the adja- 
cent coast of Malaga, in search of a piratical vessel, of the presence of 
which certain intelligence has just been received. That a pirate is cruis- 
ing near Gibraltar, in the very track of vessels bound up and down the 
Spanish coast, within the Straits, there is not the slightest doubt ; the 
only difference of opinion is as to the balance of probability in her being 
a slaver doing a little extra business as a corsair, in consequence of being 
driven off the slaving coast by British cruisers, or the probability of 
her being the Santa Trinita, under Greek colours, which a month since 
made several captures in the Levant, and whose captain, Theodoraki 
Spano, then murdered six men, two women, and a girl, among his other 
atrocities.— Correspondent of the Globe. 

Tue Stave Traps.—The Government has resolved to adopt 
the most active measures to put an end to the traffic in slaves on the 
African coast, and the French Government has also determined on the 
same course. The smaller steamers will go up the rivers, and examine 
every inlet and creek where it is possible for any slaver to be concealed, 
and the search along the coast will be so minute that it will be impossible 
for any vessel to escape the vigilance of the squadron. Three French 
steamers are being equipped for similar service on the African coast, and 
there will be the most cordial co-operation between the French and En- 
glish cruisers in every plan resorted to for the effectual suppression of 
the slave-trade.— Post. 
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